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k The following message was received from His Excel-
ency the Governor, which was read, and on motion of
ESenator Gaines, referred to a select committee, viz.: Sena-
gtors Giaines, Hall and Shelley : ' v
g Exxrcurive OFrIcE, STATE oF TExAS,
A . AvusTtiN, May 81, 1878. |
on. B. B. Pickett, President of the Senate of the State
wf Texas:
BIr: Ireturn to the Senate, where it originated, the act
fentitled ““An act to provide for the ascertainment and
fpayment of the lizbilities of the county of Washington.”
¥ This aet nssumes to organize, for certain purposes,
fwithin the county of Washington, a tribunal which is not,
jcnown to the Constitutionf of the State, and not in accord
gith either its spirit or lefter. It gives this tribunal very
geXtensive authority toughing certaln property of citizens
of the county, whichinaybe used not only to damage the
frights of those citizens, but to affect their character.. The
gact is:inanifestly dangerous, and should not become a
gaw. The regularly constituted courts of the county are
gn theéir powers amply sufficient to reach all the cases of
mprb{)er conduct on the part of officers. In fact, with
e afd of the grand and petit juries of the county, they
pre just as ]ikei’y toright every wrong imaginable, without
fear, favor or'prejudice, as are the individuals mentioned
g this act. o
 Laight also notice the expense of this tribunal, which,
grithiont counting the clerk hire and other incidental ex-
jpenses, will be fifteen dollars a day for an indefinite
iperiod.  Clearly the finances of the county of Washing-
201 will not be beuefitted by its establishment.
3 .~ Very respectfully,
2% EI?MUNI) J. DAVIS, Governor.
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